September 10, 2009

Rights. The initial draft of the GI Bill
was written by Legionnaires at the
Mayflower Hotel here in Washington,
DC. Many consider the GI Bill as one of
the greatest pieces of legislation ever
enacted.

Congress presented The American Le-
gion its Federal charter on September
16, 1919; therefore, I think it only fit-
ting that we proclaim September 16,
2009, ‘““The American Legion Day.” 1
sincerely hope that my colleagues will
join me in supporting this well-earned
measure, demonstrating our mutual es-
teem and reverence for this out-
standing organization.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 260

Whereas, on September 16, 1919, Congress
issued to the American Legion a Federal
charter as a wartime veterans service orga-
nization;

Whereas the American Legion remains ac-
tive in communities at the national, State,
and local levels;

Whereas members of the American Legion
(commonly referred to as ‘‘Legionnaires’)
provide millions of hours of volunteer serv-
ice to medical facilities of the Department of
Veterans Affairs and State homes for vet-
erans throughout the United States;

Whereas the American Legion continues to
sponsor activities for children and youth, in-
cluding the National Oratorical Contest, Boy
Scouts, American Legion Baseball, Boys
State, and Boys Nation;

Whereas the American Legion awards mil-
lions of dollars in college scholarships to
young men and women;

Whereas the American Legion National
Emergency Fund provides financial assist-
ance to Legionnaires displaced by natural
disasters;

Whereas the American Legion Family Sup-
port Network provides assistance to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United
States and their families;

Whereas the American Legion Child Wel-
fare Foundation has provided millions of dol-
lars to programs focused on youth in the
United States, including the Special Olym-
pics and the Children’s Miracle Network;

Whereas the American Legion Temporary
Financial Assistance provides grants to vet-
erans with children experiencing financial
hardships;

Whereas the American Legion remains sec-
ond to none in steadfast support of strong
national defense;

Whereas the American Legion supports
maintaining a viable and principled foreign
relations agenda;

Whereas the American Legion is a staunch
advocate for the principal missions of the
Department of Veterans Affairs;

Whereas the American Legion wrote the
original draft of the Servicemen’s Readjust-
ment Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 284, chapter 268),
commonly referred to as the “G. I. Bill of
Rights’’;

Whereas the American Legion continues to
support employment programs and opportu-
nities for veterans; and

260) was
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Whereas Legionnaires believe that a vet-
eran’s service to the United States continues
long after the veteran is honorably dis-
charged from the Armed Forces of the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 16, 2009, as ‘‘The American Legion
Day”.

———————

NATIONAL DAY OF
ENCOURAGEMENT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
S. Res. 261, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 261) designating Sep-
tember 12, 2009, as ‘‘National Day of Encour-
agement.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 261

Whereas negative images, stories, and in-
fluences in the day-to-day lives of Americans
can detrimentally affect their emotional
well-being, interactions with others, and
general demeanor;

Whereas a group of teenagers participating
in a leadership forum at Harding University
in Searcy, Arkansas, identified a lack of en-
couragement as one of the greatest problems
facing young people today;

Whereas the youth of our Nation need
guidance, inspiration, and reassurance to
counteract this negativity and to develop
the qualities of character essential for future
leadership in our country;

Whereas a National Day of Encouragement
would serve as a reminder to counterbalance
and overcome negative influences, and would
also provide much-needed encouragement
and support to others;

Whereas following the events of September
11, 2001, thousands of people of the United
States made sacrifices in order to bring help
and healing to the victims and their fami-
lies, inspiring and encouraging the Nation;
and

Whereas the renewed feelings of unity,
hope, selflessness, and encouragement that
began on September 12, 2001, are the same
feelings that the National Day of Encourage-
ment is meant to recapture and spread: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 12, 2009, as ‘‘Na-
tional Day of Encouragement’’;

(2) acknowledges the importance of encour-
agement and positive influences in the lives
of all people; and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
encourage others, whether it be through an
act of service, a thoughtful letter, or words
of kindness and inspiration, and to thereby
boost the morale of all.

261) was
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PRINTING TRIBUTES FOR SEN-
ATORS KENNEDY AND MARTINEZ

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the trib-
utes to Senators Kennedy and Martinez
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD be print-
ed as separate Senate documents and
that Senators be permitted to submit
statements for inclusion until Friday,
October 9, 2009.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
pursuant to the provisions of Public
Law 99-93, as amended by Public Law
99-151, appoints the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. UDALL) as a member of the
United States Senate Caucus on Inter-
national Narcotics Control.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 405, 419, and 420;
that the nominations be confirmed en
bloc and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table en bloc; that no fur-
ther motions be in order; that any
statements relating to the nominations
be printed in the Record; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action; and that the Sen-
ate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Anthony Marion Babauta, of Virginia, to

be an Assistant Secretary of the Interior.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Gary S. Guzy, of the District of Columbia,
to be Deputy Director of the Office of Envi-
ronmental Quality.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

John R. Fernandez, of Indiana, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic
Development.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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